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Education is the manifestation of divine perfection already existing in man”. 

                                                     Swami Vivekanand    (CW.4.358.) 

 Introduction 

Mother India had given birth to certain glorious sons in her gloomy moments. Swami Vivekananda was 

one among them. Swami Vivekananda was one of the greatest educationists of India. He not only 

enlightened India but also the whole world by his outstanding personality and intellectuals. There is no 

place in life where Swami Vivekananda did not keep / touches of his sincere efforts and foot steps with 

them. Swami Vivekananda is a pioneering figure in the cultural and spiritual history of the Indian 

people. He tried his best to revive and reshape the ancient Indian culture and wisdom at a crucial period. 

Swami Vivekananda, the great spiritual luminary, thinker, and patriot-prophet of our times, had many 

deep and insightful ideas on education. His far-reaching vision of education is influencing an increasing 

number of thoughtful people all over the world in the course of time. He propagated the essence of truth, 

Vedanta, brotherhood of men, unity of humanity, harmony of religions and supremacy of spiritualism 

over materialism. He could be able to bring a happy blending between spiritualism of the East and 

materialism of the West. Education, he said, must provide “Life-building, Man-Making and character-

making assimilation of ideas” (CW.3.302). He was also a sincere worshiper of Truth, Beauty and 

Goodness. His educational ideas based on love, peace and equity which combined the whole world.   He 
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shines like a luminous star in the galaxy of intellectuals. He was the torch-bearer of new light, new path 

and humanism.  His contribution to India’s thought and culture is second to none. There was something 

God- like in him. With his unshakable faith in the essential goodness of man, he was a lover of 

humanity. His contribution to the field of the educational, spiritual, social, philosophical spheres was 

immemorial. Educational ideas or philosophy of Swami Vivekananda are also a reflection of his life. His 

educational ideas are mentioned below:-- 

According to him education is not mere acquisition of certain information. Real education is that which 

enables one to stand on one’s own legs. Education, as he says, is the manifestation of perfection. To him 

“education is one by which character is formed, the intellect is expanded and by which one can stand on 

one’s own feet”. Knowledge is inherent in man: No knowledge comes from outside. All knowledge 

and all power are within. What we call powers, secrets of nature, and force are all within. All knowledge 

comes from the human soul. Perfection is already in the individual; education is manifestation of divine 

perfection already existing in the individual. Everyman is in the process of perfection; education is a 

means to achieve it. Like fire in a piece of flint, knowledge exists in the mind (CW.7.232). Man 

discovers it. The indefinite library of the universe is in our mind. Education is not mere book 

teaching: He was not in favour of bookish education. According to him, true education is to realize 

divinity residing in man. Education, thus, aims at the development of infinite energy, infinite zeal, 

infinite patience and infinite courage in students. Self / Auto-Education: The child grows his own way. 

It implies that the child develops his own nature as the plant does its own growing. The plant grows 

itself naturally; the gardener helps it in growing. Similarly, the teacher has to create conducive 

environment for the child’s own growing. Education according to the tendency of the child: 

Education is to be given according to the need, interest, ability or inner tendencies of the child known as 

‘child centred education’. Through which fullest development can possible. Concentration:  
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Concentration of mind is the royal road for acquisition of all knowledge. Concentration of mind is the 

best way of acquisition of knowledge but not mere collection of information and facts. He opines that 

the treasure- house of all knowledge can be opened only through the key of concentration. Education 

for all: A country’s development depends upon mass literacy not on class literacy. His clarion calls 

‘Education for all’. He says, “No amount of politics would be of any avail until the masses of India are 

once more well-educated, well-fed and well-cared for”. Thus, mass education would be a panacea for 

many socio-economic ills and political backwardness. National System Education: He was not in 

favour of British system of education which was not based on our culture, tradition, values etc. No 

country can be prosperous and can have high identity unless it has got its own system of education based 

on national ideals and identity. Vivekananda told to us (Indians), “it is a man-making religion that we 

want. It is man-making theories that we want. It is man-making principles that we want. It is man-

making education all round that we want.” 

Objectives of the study:  

1. To understand and explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the role of the teacher in the 

process of education. 

2. To understand and explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the role of the student in the 

process of education. 

3. To understand and explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the nature of methods of 

teaching in the process of education. 

4. To understand and explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the nature of discipline in the 

process of education. 
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Perception of the essential nature of a teacher:--- 

Education is a life long process. It starts from womb to tomb. In formal process of education, the teacher 

plays an important role. Without teacher the process of education is ineffective.  He is the heart of the 

matter of this process. Proper education is possible through the interaction between the teacher and the 

taught. He is the maker of man and the nation.  The true text book for the pupils is his teacher. He trains 

the minds, cultivates manners, and shapes the morals of the members of the community at their most 

impressionable age. After parents, the teacher is one who is most revered by the learner, because parents 

give children their life but the teacher teaches them the art of living well. The righteous living of the 

teacher is sure to inspire and stir value consciousness of his / her pupils and facilitate internalization of 

values by them. Teacher’s function should not be confined in the classroom teaching only rather he 

should be the role model before the students in all activities in and around the school. He is in fact the 

pulse of all educational systems. A teacher should be liberal minded, impartial and always just in his 

actions. He should have power and sense of his self - evaluation and the evaluation of his students. A 

strong moral character is an obligatory part of a teacher. No teacher can discharge his or her duties well 

if the teacher is morally degraded, dishonest, lazy and a runner in the race of collecting money by unfair 

means. Nothing good happens to the students if a teacher is characterless. In this context, M.K. Gandhi 

said “the end of all knowledge must be building up character”.  A teacher should have very sound 

personality intermingled its good working knowledge of his subjects, desire to learn more and more, 

desire to give something more which the students are lacking, a blaze of inspiring words with a strong 

moral character.  A good teacher is a source of creativity to the students. A good teacher finds the ways 

to put him or herself into the new avenues of knowledge. A good teacher lives to achieve some aims in 

his life. Teacher student relationship is very creative and objective based. It maintains everlasting 

impression. A teacher or Guru is one who removes the darkness of ignorance. A true teacher must love 
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his students as a mother loves her children. He is in fact the torch bearer of the students at the time of 

difficulties. Here, an attempt is made to explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the role of the 

teacher in the process of educating the children. Swami Vivekananda gives a dignified place to the 

teacher. The teacher should have very high character and sinless. He must be purity of heart and soul. 

The teacher is a friend, philosopher and guide to the students. He with his own example imbibes in the 

students all good things. The personal life of the teacher is of much importance than the knowledge he 

possesses. A teacher should be a tyagi (man of renunciation).Only a selfless person can be good teacher. 

The teacher must not teach with any ulterior selfish motive, for money, name or fame. His work must be 

simply out of love, out of pure love for mankind at large.  The teacher should love his pupil’s heart and 

soul. Teacher should be sympathetic to his students. Without sympathetic attitude, he cannot teach the 

pupils in a better way.  Swami Vivekananda believed in self-teaching. He said that every one was his 

own teacher. In this regards his words are worth quoting. He says, “As is the plant, so is the child. The 

growth and development of plant and child takes place according to their nature. The role of external 

teacher lies in helping the pupils so that they may learn to apply their own intellect to the proper use of 

their hands, legs, ears, and eyes” (CW.5.366). Swamiji does not accept the modern teacher who imparts 

knowledge to prepare his pupils for an examination. He wants that a teacher should be like a father, who 

gives his children their emotional, social, intellectual and spiritual birth and shows them the way to 

eternal life. My idea of education is personal contact with the teacher- gurugriha-vasa. Without the 

personal life of a teacher there would be no education (CW.5.224). 

PERCEPTION OF THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF THE TAUGHT: ---  

The child is also an important element in the process of education. Without child the process of 

education can not be effective. The child possesses the central place in the modern educational system 

i.e., called as children centered education, because education is based on the needs, interests, and 
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abilities of the child.  So the child must be pure in thought and speech. Here, an attempt is made to 

explain the opinion of Swami Vivekananda about the role of the student in the process of education. In 

the process of education, Guru Bhakti (Devotion to the teacher) will quickly lead to the highest. Swami 

Vivekananda also teaches that the students must bend his head under the All Mighty God. The child 

must have the qualities like purity, honesty, hard work, innocence etc. The child should believe in 

simple living and high thinking. He must be a Brahmachari, a celibate, while a student, and should try to 

conquer his lower nature. Swamiji considers a child to be the greatest book that ever was or will be. 

Until the inner teacher opens, all outside teaching is in vain. There are certain conditions necessary in 

the taught, and also in the teacher. The conditions necessary in the taught are purity, a real thirst after 

knowledge, and perserverance (CW.4.24). Purity in thought, speech and act is absolutely necessary. 

Perception of the essential nature of methods of teaching:--- 

Swamiji advocates that since the human mind is perfect in itself, there is no necessity for it to receive 

knowledge from outside. Hence, learning is nothing, but a process of discovery of knowledge within the 

mind. He has suggested the following method of teaching in the educational process. Concentration: 

He considers concentration of mind is the royal road for acquisition of knowledge. There is only one 

method by which to attain knowledge, that which is called concentration (CW.4.358). The very essence 

of education is concentration of mind (CW.1.28). One child is considered as superior to another child on 

the basis of greater power of concentration. This method helps the child to have a clear picture of the 

subject, to analyze the problems and to discover some new things. Shraddha: It is another important 

method of learning. Interest or faith in studies helps one immensely in acquiring knowledge i.e., 

“Sradhaban Labhate Gyanam”.  One should cultivate shraddha or faith in subject to the studied and 

should have reverence for the same.  Gurukul Method: Swamiji was not in favour of modern system of 
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education. He has been emphasized in ancient gurukul system of education where education practiced 

through close and intimate relation and interaction between the teachers and taught.  According to him 

gurukul method is also a sound method of education which helps the learner to develop many noble 

qualities as well as knowledge. Yoga: He considers realization as the chief aim of life. In order to attain 

the ultimate goal of life, an individual is required to follow any one or more to his suitability of four 

yoga: Karma yoga, Bhakti yoga, Jyana yoga and Raja yoga. In Yoga concentration of mind is the key 

factor. Yoga helps one to control over one’s mind. He suggested Yoga as the scheme of education. 

Lecture Method: Spiritual ideas are abstract ideas. It becomes difficult on the part of a child to 

understand spiritual doctrines. So, Swamiji advocated for the introduction of lecture method to explain 

the spiritual ideas in a simple way to the students. Discussion and Contemplation Method: This 

method was given more importance, than any other method. They believed that out of discussion under 

the guidance of a guru, ignorance can be removed. Activity Method: Swamiji accepted learning through 

activities as an ideal method of teaching. It can provide direct experience to the children. He advocated 

that activities like singing, story telling, drama and dancing should be performed by the students in the 

spirit of Ramayana and Mahabharata. He also advocated for the introduction of other activities like 

excursion, camps, first aid sqhads etc., to help the students to understand the value of social service. He 

also advocated Question and Answer and Deductive and Inductive method in his educational system. 

Perception of the essential nature of discipline: 

Discipline plays an important role in the educational process. Without discipline educational process can 

not be fruitful. Discipline makes ones life prosperous and progress. All round development is possible 

through right kind of discipline. So discipline is the key to success. Discipline helps the students to 

modify his / her behaviour permanently. Here, an attempt is made to explain the opinion of Swami 
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Vivekananda about the nature / concept of discipline in the process of education. Swami Vivekananda 

was a strong opponent of strict or rigid discipline. Swami Vivekananda always emphasized on the inner 

and self-discipline not external discipline. This inner discipline refers to control over the senses. Control 

senses helps to lead a life of spirituality. Concentration of mind is the key to cultivating a sense of 

discipline. For concentration, strict observance of brahmacharya is essential. It makes one internally 

disciplined. By observing brhmacharya and purity in life, students are automatically discipline. There 

should be no imposition or control from outside to discipline the students. It will provide them with 

power for self realization. 

 

Conclusion:  

Though Swami Vivekananda is no more in the world but the volumes of work done and left with us will 

inspire the human civilization forever. There are very few men who have so deeply influenced the 

mortals in every nook and corner of the world and have so universally loved and respected as well. 

Every Indian will salute this great personality forever who addressed “‘Help and not Fight’, 

‘Assimilation and not Destruction’, ‘Harmony and Peace and not Dissention’ ” (CW.1.24). Swami 

Vivekananda is an ideal to the youth. He has inspired the modern youth a great by uttering “Awake, 

arise and stop not until the goal is not reached”. However, his concept about the role of teacher, 

student, methods of teaching and the nature of discipline are very relevant in the 21st century. Swami 

Vivekananda set up Ramakrishna Mission Ashram at Belur to disseminate ideals of the Vedanta. The 

Mission has been rendering a splendid service to mankind not only in the field of education, but also at 

the time of natural calamities like flood, famine, fire and the like by helping the affected. It is a living 

symbol of his philosophy of life and education. His contribution for service to mankind, Mass and 
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women education is immemorable. He propagated Vadanta all over the world and it opens to all 

irrespective of country, race, colour, religion, rich, poor and politics. He believes in simple living and 

high thinking. All around there pervades spiritual and religious atmosphere. Swami Vivekananda’s 

personality reflected conception of the education process as an effective harmony of relationship. This is 

his magnificent service for the cause of education. Swami Vivekananda dedicated himself to the welfare 

of the essential unity of all faiths and religions, and the need for spiritual pursuits for achieving higher 

goals of human life. He presented the true Indian to the whole world. The concept of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam- the world is one family-is the only beacon light for survival, growth, and real progress for 

human society, particularly in the strife-torn world of today. Swami Vivekananda’s ideas on various 

aspects of education are more relevant and are needed more today than probably during his own life 

time. Recognizing his contribution, UNESCO has acknowledged Swami Vivekananda as one of the 

eminent educationist of the world. In the words of E.P. Chelishev, “I think that Vivekananda’s greatest 

service is the development in his teaching of the lofty ideals of humanism which incorporate the finest 

features of Indian culture…….. Many years will pass, many generations will come and go, Vivekananda 

and his time will become the distant past, but never will there fade the memory of the man who all his 

life dreamed of a better future for his people, who did so much to awaken his compatriots and move 

India forward”. As long as the sun shines, rain fails, day and night occur, the season changes, human 

civilization exists; Vivekananda works will be there among the people of the world. People will adore 

him forever. 
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